Public Involvement Overview

February 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 26
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 38
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau 18
Presentation/Events 7
Neighborhood Boards 11
TAC 0
Community meetings 0

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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Submission
Date

Submission Content/Notes

02/27/2009

Has the timeframe/date been established for issuance of rail station design RFP? My firm, Hawaii Architecture LLP
has submitted the SOQ in response to the annual professional services ad issued by CC of Honolulu's Department of
Design & Construction and was approved for architectural design & planning services for the current fiscal year,
among others. Does this automatically qualify us to be considered for the DoT's rail design projects? Are there any
additional pre-qualification setps we need to complete in anticipation on the rail station design RFP? Is there a way to
be automatially informed by the DoT/CC of Honolulu about the RFP, as soon as it is issued? Thank you in advance for
your reply.

02/27/2009

Recently, I reviewed Chapter 6 (Cost and Financial Analysis) of the Draft EIS. I am currently a planning student at
UH working on a project in which I will be analyzing the formula used to calculate the capital, operating, and
maintenance costs of the Honolulu Rail Transit System. I would like to request a copy of the spreadsheet(s) used to
calculate the aforementioned costs. It is my understanding that you used the "Standard Cost Categories" Worksheet
provided by the Federal Transit Administration for estimating these costs. I have a copy of this worksheet, but I lack
the actual input data that were used for Honolulu's specific situation. I thank you for your assistance as it is greatly
needed at this time. Sincerely, Aaron Mann, eamann(@hawaii.edu

02/25/2009

You guys missed a big financial assistance gap. If you went close to Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Honolulu Airport,
and/or Schofiel: Honolulu rail project could have received military financial help by stating in time of war the rail
would be used for transporting military support. This is how the H-3 received military financial help. Aloha, Jimbo

02/25/2009

Is there no limit to how big the population can grow here in Hawaii? Is there no end in building on a small island?
'What does the bottom of Oahu (Island) looks like? The golf course at Ocean Point reach ocean water just by digging a
large hole in the ground when they first started to build a golf course. I am sure there are many homes are on reef and
below the reef is ocean water. Is Oahu like the shape of a mushroom? Or are we taken for granted nothing will happen
to this Island? Especially when weather temp. is changing every year. I believe we are missing a lot of critical
components to this issue pretaining to rail transit, to over populating this Island, rising cost in the near future when
every one expect it to be smooth riding, I'm certain the bus fare will also go up. Where does this circle stop? If you tell
me there is no beginning nor end, then there will be a big problem. We are greatly in dept now and have been a long
time. How is it that a man borrow money to pay off his dept ending up with a bigger dept to pay oft? History repeating
itself? Something is missing besides money in the mind of the rich and that is WISDOM. I;m hoping the retiree can

get some good pay raises and the health care system will not raise their cost. Hopefully the Health Isurance will not
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constantly raise their fee every year. All this will be a part of the rail transit issue and much more.

02/23/2009

Hi! Our lolani RoboRaiders Zoom team is very interested in learning more about rail transit in Hawaii. [ was
wondering if there was anyone that either gave field trips or came out and did speaking on the subject of rail. Please let
me know if this would be possible. The team consists of 9 4th - 7th graders who, over the next few months, will be
coming up with ways to make future transportation more efficient. Thank you for your time!

02/23/2009

Curious about the project and construction timeline. When are you planning on going to out bid?

02/23/2009

[ am currently Chief Controller for the Operations Control Center at a Light Rail Transit facility. I'm always looking to
extend my networking contacts. Your project seems to be among the best-conceived of the various new-starts/potential
new-starts in the country.

02/23/2009

Looks like a great project and is driven by all the right reasons. Good luck in your efforts.

02/23/2009

[ have a question regarding the route of the transit. I did review the maps on the site (last updated on 11/08). I have
heard some talk about re-routing the train to queen street instead of halekauwila st. due to some possible security
concerns with federal buildings. Could you please get back to me regarding this matter. Please call 539-4946. thanks,
Becky

02/21/2009

Re: Feb 2009 newsletter in article "City Council Picks New Route." Article states ". . . the airport serves 58,000 daily
arrivals - a figure projected to double in the next 20 years." I wish that had as much confidence in any kind of
economic projections that have been used to justify the rail. Back in the early part of 2008 when the Rail debate started
to pick up steam, we weren't even able project the wild upward swing in price of oil/gas during the summer of 2008
and its eventual impact on the economy and traffic. Add to that: The tumble oil/gas prices that followed was just as
much a surprise. Who projected that that would happen? And who back in early 2008, projected the current
tumultuous economic downturn and its impact on Hawaii residents? If we can't even project an economic picture in the
near term, what confidence can anyone have on economic projections 20 years from now?

02/20/2009

This is part of an email I sent to The Bus today regarding an outstanding driver. The ending below evolved into
suggestions on how The Bus can better itself and thus eliminating the need for a rail system on O’ahu. Thank you for
the opportunity to provide feedback. As a rider of The Bus for about 3-1/2 years now, even with the unaccountability
of The Bus, I am not a fan of the rail for many reasons (though I was when the idea was first introduced way back). 1)
O’ahu is too small for such a system, 2) The route is taking homes away from people, 3) By the time the rail is
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completed, O’ahu will have a different traffic problem, 4) The traffic congestion due to the construction and re-routing
of highways, would double while it’s taking 10 years or so build, 5) the money could be better used by the public
transit authority by hiring better mechanics for The Bus and upgrading the bus vehicles, 6) Trainings for The Bus
personnel on several things such as sensitivity, tactfulness, and smiling, 7) Better driver trainings - not teaching how to
overtake cars, and last but not least, 8) Stressing to The Bus drivers about accountability - sticking to the time schedule
and not rushing to complete their route as everyone depends on them! I've heard, and experienced, many times where
the bus is never at the designated stop on time, even when one arrives at least 10 minutes earlier than the schedule
notes. Sometimes waiting an hour, when the bus is scheduled to arrive every 20 minutes, for the next bus. I believe
with these changes in attitude and assets, Hawaii could have a really nice bus system as other states do, without the
ugly rail system. Keep Hawaii beautiful! Mahalo!

02/20/2009

[ am opposed to the rail going along any stretch on ocean frontage. The view of the ocean has been a major concern in
recent development projects and should be one for the rail. The current route taking the rail down Nimitz across to
Halekauwila uses street that are too narrow, block the ocean and does not go into the middle of the business district of
Downtown. I better alternative would use Dillingham to King throughfare currently used by business traffic and
impose little impact on residential properties. Placing the rail needlessly in residential areas creates extra costs to
acquire land, impacts the quality of life and does not serve the population using the rail. Studies prove that areas
around the stations are impacted by noise, lottering and destruction of property. Following a business route would
ensure little impact is felt by the environment, costs of acquiring land and ensure the road ways are wide enough to
accomodate the rail system. I support rail, but do not support the current route due to impact on the environment and
residential quality of life.

02/19/2009

We really appreciate all the effort you are putting forth toward the mass transit system that we hope will do many
wonderful things for Hawaii residents. One suggestion I'd like to make is regarding the current newsletter we receive
in the mail. Perhaps in support of the Department of Environmental Services as well the island of Oahu- in which we
live and love ---please consider or switch to using recycled paper for your newsletters or just a plain white paper. The
glossy paper that your newsletters are printed on are not recyclable. We are not able to deposit your newsletters to our
pile that goes to the Opala Bins. Thank you for your time.

02/13/2009

The vehicle description is 200' electric on steel wheels. Are these to be "Heavy Rail" like the BART cars, or "LRV "

like the Salt Lake City cars? Does the 200 feet long cars imply that the vehicles will be articulated? How many cars
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will eventually be required for the system?

Being an owner at 215 N. King I'm concerned about the closeness to our building and noise. Your website talks about
02/12/2009 |noise at the street level, and how short walls will direct the noise up. Those of us who live up, do not see this as good
news. Perhaps it should go underground in the downtown and residential areas.

It is very exciting to see another area step forward and venture into rail transportation. Having been in the heavy
02/09/2009 |[freight and transit rail for over thirty plus years I have seen many systems put in place and all have been sucessful. It is
my opinion that Honolulu and the area served will benefit greatly.

*List of comment submissions do not include right-of-way questions, procurement questions, or mailing list requests.
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Transit Opponents Push Hannemann Impeachment - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu

They maintained that the mayor has committed constructive fraud by using taxpayers'

money to force a rail system on those who do not want it.

"This is not sour grapes. People were lied to leading up to a vote on the largest public
works project in Hawaii. They deserve to know the truth,” Impeach Mufi Chairman Eric

Ryan said.
The mayor said he believes the results of the election speak for themselves.

"People have reaffirmed the job that we do at City Hall. The majority of people like what

we are doing and at the end of the day that's what counts,” Hannemann said.

Those pushing the petition drive said they hope to be able to collect the signatures they

need in a month's time.

Copyright 2009 by KiTV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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A debate over the route already has prevented the city from starting preliminary engineering, which is a
major step toward securing an estimated $1.2 billion in federal funding.

During preliminary engineering, the city will finalize management plans; refine the route's alignment and
project costs; and identify benefits and impacts.

After preliminary engineering is done, which usually takes 15 to 30 months, transit projects enter the
final design phase, according to the Federal Transit Administration. If the project passes that phase, the
FTA provides a full-funding grant agreement.

The city expects to be awarded full federal funds in spring 2011.

Other issues that need to be addressed during the coming year include development of land use
regulations and zoning codes around train stations, approval of a project budget for the next fiscal year
and initiating the land acquisition process.

‘a lot of intangibles'

The timing of the completion of many objectives isn't entirely in the city's control.

"There are a lot of intangibles," said City Councilman Donovan Dela Cruz. "There are other things
outside of the city that we have to depend on like federal approvals and state land exchanges.

"It's going to be difficult to pinpoint" where problems could occur, Dela Cruz said. "You really need A, B,
C and D to line up all at the same time — that's a lot of balls to be juggling all at the same time."

Councilman Gary Okino was optimistic the city would start construction as planned in December 2009.
"I think so. | hope s0," Okino said.

One of the project's biggest immediate hurdles is fixing a technical glitch preventing the solicitation of
proposals to begin construction of the first phase, Okino said.

The original 2006 ordinance authorizing the city to build the train requires the administration to seek
council approval before soliciting proposals to build the train system. That was added as an attempt to
keep the council and public informed about key project details.

However, that provision also violates state procurement laws, according to the state Procurement Office.

Bill 63 would eliminate that provision and allow the city administration to seek construction proposals
without council approval, but that issue also isn't expected to be resolved until late January at the
earliest.

Okino said he does not expect the environmental impact review to be a problem for the city.

The environmental study "basically is just to disclose the potential impacts and what measures can be
taken to address those impacts," Okino said. "I feel optimistic that we're going to pass that hurdle.
Basically, it shouldn't be something that stops the project.”

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090103/NEWS09/901030342&template=printart (2 of 4) [1/3/2009 8:48:12 AM]
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Project opponents think otherwise. Anti-rail Web site Hono lulutraffic.com wants the federal government
to force the city to reconsider alternatives to an elevated rail, including building an elevated, managed
lane highway.

Cliff Slater, chairman of the Web site, also thinks the city is making a mistake by starting construction in
East Kapolei rather than Honolulu's urban core.

"I can't see them getting away with that," Slater said. "I just think that they're going to have to do a
supplemental draft, and the supplemental draft is going to take them a year or more" to complete.

Councilman Romy Cachola said he's unsure whether the city can stick to its timetable.

"It's a very optimistic timeline. We still have a long way to go," he said.

building consensus

One off the biggest unresolved concerns is whether the East Kapolei to Ala Moana route should
traverse Salt Lake as planned or pass by the airport. Early next year, the council is expected to switch to
the airport.

However, Cachola said he'll continue to push to keep the route through Salt Lake, which is part of his
district.

The Salt Lake community successfully lobbied for the current route in early 2007. That's when Cachola
cast a swing vote to keep the rail project alive, if it went through Salt Lake rather than the airport.

According to the city's draft environmental impact study, a commuter rail system that runs past Pearl
Harbor and the airport would cost more to build and maintain, but carry more passengers and alleviate
more traffic, according to the city's draft environmental study. The change would add about $220 million
to the project's $5.3 billion price tag.

Cachola also said he'd push to get the city to consider starting construction of the train in the city, where
ridership would be highest and the need for subsidies would be lowest.

"If they plan to start at the other end — East Kapolei to Waipahu — | really have concern because it will
put taxpayers' pocketbooks on the line," Cachola said. "Once you finish that portion, who's going to
ride? How much will be the taxpayer subsidy?"

According to the city, the start of the project's first phase is tied to the location of a maintenance and
storage facility, which may be placed between Leeward Community College and Waipahu High School.

Starting construction at that facility and proceeding in 'Ewa also takes advantage of the fact that
construction along Farrington Highway and in West O'ahu will not require significant utility relocations,
according to the city.

Council members agreed that 2009 will see continued debate and some lingering divisiveness
surrounding the train project.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090103/NEWS09/901030342&template=printart (3 of 4) [1/3/2009 8:48:12 AM]
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carpool if someone was going that way anyway.
Along the route, he gained a new appreciation for teenagers' gadgetry.

"Thank God for earphones,” he said, "and those portable MP3s, now. In the old days, you had
boomboxes. Now, we don't have to share their music."

THE 'trip to Mordor'

Even with a few boat trips that afforded some beautiful scenery and seemed fairly comfortable (or, as he
put it, "not as choppy as | thought it would be"), not all was smooth sailing.

There was Tuesday, or "The Trip to Mordor," as Garcia called it.
First, he took TheBus to TheBoat, and walked to work. That took almost three hours.

After a long day that included a trip to Kapolei for an afternoon meeting and a bus ride home, his
daughter called. She needed him to bring over a piece of paper she'd left at home. Stat. And she was at
Pearlridge. That's another 40 minutes and two buses.

"l was tempted" to turn the key in the car, Garcia admitted. But he didn't.
However, he did call in the next morning, to make sure aforementioned reporter got the full blow-by-blow.
"I feel like a parolee, checking in," Garcia said with a laugh.

Then there was the evening he would have needed to wait an hour for the 10 p.m. bus, and decided to
take the approximately 40-minute trek uphill from the transit center to his house.

"Good thing it was a cool night," he said.

WORKOUTS OPTIONAL

A plus: Garcia could bypass the gym for the week, since he was doing a lot of walking.

Oh, and he learned the joy of Google Transit, which helps plot trips with TheBus, including estimated
travel times.

What else did he learn?

"You have to be extra vigilant about plans, like what time you leave the house," he said. "And to watch
the weather first thing.

"Pack for the day — umbrella, jacket. You really need to be aware of what you bring along. Once you
leave the house, you're committed for the day. In a car, you can always make a U-turn."

Oh, and to wear comfortable shoes.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090104/LIFE/9010403 1 1&template=printart (2 of 3) [1/4/2009 10:16:33 AM]
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Little did | know that this would be truly hectic!
6:10 AM left home to walk to bus stop.

6:43 caught No. 433 at Waikele Shopping Cemter.
7:02 arrive Waipahu Transit Center.

7:06 caught 40A to Kapolei Transit Center.

7:25 arrive Kapolei Transit Center.

7:29 caught No. 4 13 to Kalaeloa Ferry Terminal.
744 arrive Ferry Terminal.

8,00 depart Kalaeloa (about 25 people onboard).
8:55 arrive Aloha Tower.

Note: the boat ride is not bad at all! People warned me that morning ride could be queasy. | took
seasickness pills and wore bands just in case.

9:30 arrive City Hall on foot (after stop at Starbucks).
11:55 leave City Hall.

12 noon arrive 415 South Beretania stop.

12:12 caught Country Express No. C Makaha to Kapolei Transit Center West.
12:52 arrive Kapolei Transit Center West.

12:57 Zippy's Kapolei for lunch.

2:00 Kapolei Chamber meeting.

4:25 caught No. 40 at Kapolei Transit Center East.
4:53 arrive Waipahu Transit Center.

5:13 caught No. 433 to Waikele Shopping Center.
5:27 arrive Waikele Shopping Center.

5:37 arrive home.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090104/LIFE/901040324&template=printart (2 of 4) [1/4/2009 10:25:19 AM]
ARO00082657



www.HonoluluAdvertiser.com | Printer-friendly article page

Note: Blind bus customers would like more frequent bus service in outlying areas.
Emergency! Need to do errand for daughter.

6:20 leave home on foot.

6:30 caught No. 433 at Waikele Shopping Cemter.

6:35 arrive Kamehameha Highway and Lumiauau Street stop.

6:42 caught No. 62 to Pearlridge Shopping Center (only one on bus between Leeward Community
College and Pearlridge!).

6:58 arrive Pearlridge. Wife meets me here after her board meeting Downtown ends.

Note: after dinner, wife drives us home. \Whew!

Dec. 17

Spent day with staff in Waipahu to review storm damage along Waipahu Street.

Dec. 18

Carpool to and from work Downtown.

Dec. 19

Carpool to and from work.

Note: took in blessing of new city ferry boat, Catalina Adventure. It was mentioned that the city averages
about 300 total passengers a day on the boat.

Dec. 20

Not much to do today. Wife drops me off and picks me up for Waipahu Christmas parade. Note: My ride
in the parade is someone with Corvette Club. Little do people know that | have relied heavily on public
transportation.

Dec. 21

Daughter drops me off on Kapolei for annual Christmas Light Parade. Turned down two offers for ride
home, so ...

8:42 caught No. 40 at Kapolei Transit Center East.
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Decline on all islands

Kaua'i had the largest year-to-date drop in gas consumption, with a 25.5 percent decline through October, while O'ahu had the
lowest, with a decrease of 5.5 percent.

Gas consumption on Maui was down 9.3 percent and on the Big Island, 10.2 percent.
Over the first 10 months of 2008, O'ahu motorists consumed an average of 23.5 million gallons of gasoline per month.

Motorists on the Big Island used an average of 6.1 million gallons per month; on Maui, 5 million gallons; and on Kaua'i, 2.3
million gallons.

The DBEDT began collecting data for the Monthly Energy Trends report in July, so there isn't much of a historical record to
judge the highs and lows in gasoline consumption. Researchers did retrieve information from 2006 and 2007 to provide some
short-term perspective.

Tian noted that gas consumption in 2007 dropped almost 2 percent from the previous year, so the 8.3 percent for the first 10
months of 2008 does show a larger decline.

Consumption of gasoline in October decreased a substantial 25.3 percent from the same month in 2007, but officials said
monthly figures do not provide a legitimate basis for comparison because they can vary widely, depending on special events
that take place during the month, seasonal activities, cruise ship visits, weather and other factors that aren't always evident.

Old habits returning?

The Monthly Energy Trends report also indicates the state-wide average price for regular gasoline in December was $2.452,
down 29 percent from the same month in 2007, but still 46 percent higher than the national average price of $1.68 per gallon.

Beno said there's already anecdotal evidence that with gas prices dropping, "there's a little more traffic on the road and
motorists are driving a little faster again. How fast you drive is the biggest factor in fuel consumption."

The consumption of diesel fuel for highway use was 2.9 percent lower through October than for the same period in 2007,
according to the energy report.

The average price for diesel in 2008 was $4.633, up 29 percent from 2007. That compares with the average national price of
$3.90 per gallon.

In December, the price of diesel was $4.077 per gallon, an increase of nearly 5 percent from the same month last year.

There also was a 12.7 percent decline in foreign crude oil imports to Hawai'i in the first 10 months of 2008 as demand fell.

Additional Facts

A closer look
Gasoline facts for first 10 months of 2008:
. State and county gas tax revenues down $7.5 million
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"Those who are interested already know to be looking (on the Internet), so it's very common for them to
know where to look," Yoshioka said.

revising ordinance

Among the companies not expected to bid on the risk assessment contract is New York-based
transportation engineering consultant Parsons Brinckerhoff. The company already has been awarded
two deals valued at more than $96 million to provide engineering and environmental studies on the
transit project.

Tadahiko Ono, a vice president for Parsons Brinckerhoff, said the company would not be bidding on the
contract because that work should be done by a company not already directly involved in the project.

The biggest contract so far on Honolulu's largest public works project ever is expected to be awarded
once the federal government approves the project's environmental impact statement. City officials hope
that will happen this fall so that construction can begin in December.

The project's timetable also hinges on the City Council fixing a technical glitch that's preventing the
solicitation of proposals to begin construction of the first phase. Legally, the city has been advised not to
solicit bids for any construction contracts until the City Council alters the original ordinance authorizing
the city to build the train.

That measure required the administration to seek council approval before soliciting proposals to build
the train system. That was added as an attempt to keep the council and public informed about key
project details. However, that provision also violates state procurement laws, according to the state
Procurement Office.

alternative approach

Bill 63 would eliminate that provision and allow the city administration to seek construction proposals
without council approval, but that issue also isn't expected to be resolved until Jan. 28 at the earliest.

The City Council also has yet to resolve whether the train's route should traverse Salt Lake as planned
or be diverted to pass by the industrial airport district.

Under current plans, the first construction deal — valued at up to $600 million excluding contingencies
— will be a design and build contract, which means the team selected only will be responsible for
designing and building the first six miles of elevated guideway. That deal will be followed by separate
contracts for vehicles and systems and for a maintenance yard.

Currently, the city plans to operate the train system, though that can change between now and late 2013
when limited service is set to begin. Full service is scheduled to start by 2019.

At least one City Council member thinks the city is taking the wrong approach by soliciting several,
individual transit contracts.

Councilman Donovan Dela Cruz last week introduced a resolution urging the city to enter into a design,
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KITV.com

State Plans 2 Major Projects To Relieve H-1 Traffic

DOT To Add New Ziplane, Widen H-1 Freeway At Middle St. Merge

FOSTED: 5:00 pm HET January 12, 2009

HONOLULU -- State officials on Monday unveiled two major roadway projects they

expect will relieve traffic congestion on Oahu.

The state announced it plans to help relieve afternoon traffic in the westbound lanes by

up to 10 minutes.

"We will basically add an additional lane for anyone in the public for anyone to use going

in the westbound direction," state Transportation Director Brennan Morioka said.

The extra lane will stretch from the Radford Drive Overpass to the Waiawa Interchange,

a 6.2-mile stretch. The state will use fixed barriers erasing the need for a Ziplane.

Workers will also widen the freeway from the Waiawa Interchange to the Waikele off-

ramp to increase capacity.

"Residents have waited far to long for congestion relief on their highways and we simply
can not wait to start as it is just unacceptable to allow this condition of congestion to

worsen," Morioka said.

The second initiative will impact the H-1 Freeway where traffic bottlenecks at the Middle

Street merge.
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The Middle Street merge project will add one additional lane from the Middle Street
tunnel through the Kalihi Street interchange and off loading passengers at the Vineyard

Boulevard offramp.

The state said it is likely it will need to acquire land for the widening of the freeway, but

it is too early to determine the impact.

"It's premature to say exactly what we are going to need in terms of land acquisition,"

Morioka said. "As soon as we know, we will be working with landowners."
The project is required to undergo an environmental assessment.

Construction for the contraflow lane is planned for January 2010. The Middle Street

widening project is expected to start in 2011.

Costs for the projects will total more than $150 million, officials said.

Copyright 2009 by KITV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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heavy commutes

The projects were praised yesterday by Central and Leeward O'ahu residents and lawmakers, who said
easing traffic — especially for afternoon west-bound commutes — is long overdue. "From Nanakuli to
Moanalua, we're all in this together," said Dean Hozama, chairman of the Mililani Mauka/Launani Valley
Neighborhood Board. "We share the H-1 corridor."

And they share the pain of heavy commutes.

The INRIX Traffic Scorecard released in October 2008 said Honolulu has the worst traffic congestion in
the nation. Most of that congestion is on the H-1 Freeway, with people from the west side heading into
town in the morning and going back home at night.

The report, which was released in October 2008, based its congestion analysis on a so-called travel
time index, which shows the average amount of extra time it takes to travel on roadways during peak
travel times, compared with off-travel hours. The massive report also ranked the Middle Street merge as
the 41st worst bottleneck in the nation, out of 100.

State Rep. Marilyn Lee, whose district includes Mililani, said by far the No. 1 complaint from West O'ahu
residents is traffic congestion. "l think it's going to be a huge help," Lee said, of the projects. "For the
average person, this is going to be a cost savings."

The west-bound H-1 contraflow lane, which would extend for a 6.2-mile stretch from Radford Drive to
the Waiawa Interchange (or the H-1/H-2 merge), could shave five to 10 minutes from afternoon
commutes. Morioka conceded that time savings won't last long, because more cars are on the road
every year.

Still, he said, if nothing is done traffic will only get worse.

contraflow lanes

Morioka also said that the new contraflow lanes will be a big help in case of an evacuation, when more
lanes are needed quickly in a certain direction, and will also help police better monitor the high
occupancy vehicle lanes used in the morning and afternoon.

As part of the project, the state will install barriers on two freeway lanes — the existing ZipperLane and
the far left lane of the H-1 Freeway west-bound. Those barriers, though they can be moved, will stay up
24 hours a day and will have "gates" for emergency access.

Once cars get into the contraflow lanes, they will not be able to get out until the contraflow ends. That
means, Morioka said, police will also have an easier time spotting drivers not following the rules in HOV
lanes. In the morning, the two HOV lanes will remain (one for cars with three people or more and one for
those with two or more).

In the afternoon, one contraflow lane will be for cars with two or more people.

The other contraflow lane will be for general use.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20090113/NEWS01/901130354&template=printart (2 of 3) [1/13/2009 7:22:12 AM]
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Multiple emergency gates will be installed along the contra-flow lanes.

Dean Hazama, chairman of the Mililani Mauka/LLaunani Valley Neighborhood Board, said
motorists will benefit from the emergency gates that are expected to help reduce congestion
should a major accident occur.

The project will be done in two phases. Construction of the so-called PM Contraflow lane will
occur in the first phase. The second phase will include widening the existing H-1 freeway from
the Waiawa Interchange to the Waikele oftframp.

The second proposal involves adding a lane to the H-1 freeway for eastbound commuters to
alleviate bottlenecking at the Middle Street merge during peak morning traffic. The extra lane
will stretch from the Middle Street merge or Ola Lane to Vineyard Boulevard. The project is
expected to reduce trips by up to 20 minutes during the morning, afternoon and weekend peak
traffic times.

"This is going to be one of the most impactful and meaningful projects that the Department of
Transportation has done in a very, very long time," said Morioka, describing the merge as one of
the worst bottlenecks in the state, if not one of the worst in the country.

He noted that the Middle Street merge bottleneck existed in the early 1970s and has continued to
worsen.

"Residents have waited far too long for congestion relief on their highways," he said. "We
simply cannot wait to start, as it is unacceptable to allow this condition of congestion to worsen
over the years."

Six bridge abutments will be modified, and land acquisition on the makai side of the H-1
freeway is planned to make way for the extra lane. Morioka said he does not anticipate any
homes to be affected.

Both projects are part of the Department of Transportation's capital improvement budget
previously requested from the state Legislature. Senate President Colleen Hanabusa and Rep.
Marilyn Lee said they support the plans.

While Morioka acknowledged that both projects are costly, he said, "We've had to make some

tough decisions. These are very large, high-priced items, so it is impacting our financial plan. So
when we look at the benefits of these two, it's definitely worth doing and needed."

Westbound H-1 freeway contra-flow project

» A lane will be contra-flowed using an eastbound lane, extending from Radford Drive to the Waiawa
Interchange, about a 6-mile stretch.

» The extra lane is expected to reduce commute time by 10 minutes.
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» Construction date: January 2010
» Completion date: Mid-2011

» Cost: $55 million for two phases. Eighty percent will be federally funded, while 20 percent
will be state funded.

Source: State Department of Transportation
Eastbound H-1 freeway widening project

» An eastbound lane will be added from Ola Lane to Vineyard Boulevard.

» The extra lane is expected to reduce commute time by 20 minutes by eliminating the Middle
Street merge, where traffic backs up.

» Construction date: Early 2011
» Completion date: Late 2013

» Cost: $100 million. Eighty percent will be federally funded, while 20 percent will be state
funded.

Source: State Department of Transportation
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Mayor Wants Money From Traffic Fines

Hannemann Says Funds Could Offset Cost To Protect Obama

POSTED: 417 pr HET Janusry 13, 2008

UPDATED: 430 pm HET January 13, 2000

HONOLULU -- Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann on Tuesday renewed a longtime request for Oahu to get
some of the state's share of uncontested traffic fines.

This time he hoped to convince state legislators to help pay for extra security costs the city incurred guarding the
president-elect during his trips to Honolulu.

For decades, Honolulu mayors have asked the state for a share of traffic fines, without success.

The Honolulu Police Department issues traffic tickets for speeding and other infractions. However, the state keeps
all the money from them, because state courts collect the fines.

Hannemann said he wants some of those funds for the city to help offset the cost of police protection for Barack
Obama. HPD's bill alone was $200,000 for Obama's holiday trip to Hawaii.

"Of course, we didn't budget for it, because we've never had this very unique opportunity,” Hannemann said.

The city also spent money to keep paramedics in city ambulances on stand-by during Obama's visits in the past
year, Hannemann said. The mayor said he expects more Obama trips to the island during his presidency.

"We'd like for him to visit us as much as possible, and that's a great opportunity, but I can assure you that our
public safety resources are drained," the mayor said.

The city is also asking state lawmakers to help it avoid a $1 billion plus bill to upgrade two of Oahu's largest
sewage plants after the federal government denied a waiver that allowed primary sewage treatment.

Hannemann wants to force the state Department of Health to update its water quality standards, bringing them
into line with federal standards, which are not as strict.

"So the federal government raises the limits on these pollutants and they issue it to all the states. DOH has not
adopted that new information, new standards,” said Ross Tanimoto of the city Environmental Services
Department.

Hannemann also asked the Legislature to establish a loan guarantee program to provide incentives to developers
along the rail transit route.

"We really feel that here's an opportunity to really reshape communities, like Waipahu and Kalihi, that are going
to be along the rail route," Hannemann said.

The city is also asking the Legislature to repeal the state's administrative fee on rail transit excise tax. The fee us

http://www kitv.com/print/18474742/detail html[1/13/2009 6:11:38 PM]
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up to about $28 million, much more than it cost the state to administer. Hannemann wants that money to go
directly toward rail transit.

Meanwhile, the state's neighbor island mayors asked lawmakers to protect Hawaii's farmers hit hard by the
economic downturn. Higher costs and lower demand from the visitor industry threaten to put many farmers out
of business, they said.

Among the ideas to help farmers is to give them discounted shipping rates.

All the mayors said they did not ask for long wish lists from the state for construction projects because of the
down economy.

"In light of what is happening in the state, throughout the state and the counties, the county of Maui actually is
not actually asking for any money items this time around," Maui Mayor Charmaine Tavares said.

The mayors are pleading with lawmakers not to further reduce the counties' share of the hotel room tax, which
will already be down because of low tourism numbers.

Copyright 2009 by KiTV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

http://www kitv.com/print/18474742/detail html[1/13/2009 6:11:38 PM]
AR00082689












Midweek.com - Print A Trip Every American Should Take

exact spot where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his storied "I Have A Dream” speech in 1963. To stand in the same place where the call for
judging his four children not by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character was delivered made a deep impression.

I also was tremendously moved while visiting the Vietnam Veterans War Memorial. To read the names of those who died, etched in black marble,
and seeing the thousands upon thousands of men and women who perished in service to their country ... words cannot describe the intensity of
emotions when you contemplate the impact on the families and friends of those taken by war.

It took us years, but we made our family trip to Washington, D.C.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

It's a must for all who love this country. Walk the same halls as historic figures with the foresight, wisdom and bravery to afford all of us the
opportunity to live in freedom. Immerse yourself in the legendary names like Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, Lincoln and Roosevelt. Bask in the
glow of patriotism when you see and hear our American flag stand watch over the buildings and institutions that represent the creation and stew-
ardship of this greatest societa experiment in history. Or simply sit on a park bench with the waters of the Potomac lapping against a walkway
and share a quiet thought about our lives in America.

We have our challenges; we have our failures. But we also have our triumphs. We have a spiritual resiliency that can never be broken because at
the end of the day, we are Americans. There is nothing else I'd rather be.

Find this article at: hitp://www. midweek.com/content/columns/ace_article/a_trip_every_american_should_take/
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discuss these issues with a leader from San Francisco's Bay Area Rapid Transit system who has
extensive experience in fire, rescue and disaster planning.

Passenger safety is and always will be a priority with Honolulu's rail transit system.

Jim Dunn is design manager at Parsons Brinckerhoff. Harvey Berliner is interim safety and
security manager for the City and County of Honolulu.
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Meanwhile, Wai'anae Coast residents, elected officials and environmental activists feel the city should
be doing more to expand recycling and H-Power waste-to-energy conversion while attempting to close
the landfill.

This year the city is expected to make progress on several solid-waste fronts. The city has plans to
expand its waste-to-energy conversion facility and to ship more than 100,000 tons of trash to the
Mainland each year. In addition, the city's curbside recycling program is scheduled to expand to
several more communities in May, including Waipi'o Gentry, Halawa, Wahiawa, Kane'ohe and
Waimanalo. In November, communities from Foster Village to Makiki and Kahuku to Kahalu'u are
expected to join the list.

It's hoped those measures will reduce the need for a landfill. Still, what to do with Waimanalo Gulch
will remain a front-burner issue for the city.

"That's just going to be a perennial issue," said council member Charles Djou. "We are going to
expand Waimanalo Gulch. The people on the west side want Waimanalo Gulch closed.

"It is my belief that we would be able to get more community consensus on the landfill if the city
government was being more proactive about an aggressive recycling campaign, if we had a plan for
shipping more waste out to the Mainland, if we had our ducks better lined up with what's going on
with our H-power plant expansion,” Djou said.

City Council member Donovan Dela Cruz said he wants the city to finish developing a long-term trash
plan. Mayor Hannemann has said his administration is drafting a 25-year solid-waste management
master plan.

That plan "needs to be comprehensive,” Dela Cruz said. "It needs to have new technology (and) it
needs to use recycling and incorporate increasing recycling as time goes on not just at the home
level but in business and agriculture.”

sewage issues loom

Longer-term, the city also must deal with a recent Environmental Protection Agency decision to deny
Honolulu's request to exempt the Sand Island and Honouliuli wastewater treatment plants from full
secondary treatment. That means the city faces the possibility that it may have to upgrade both
facilities at a cost of more than $1.2 billion.

The EPA concluded that wastewater discharged to the ocean from Honolulu's two largest treatment
plants does not meet federal water quality standards. However, city officials and some scientists argue
that secondary treatment is not necessary because wastewater is discharged far offshore, in deep
water at the center of the world's largest ocean.

The city will have to increase sewer fees and seek money from the federal government if it loses its
appeal of the EPA order. Barring an unexpected reversal, county taxpayers will have to pay $800
million to upgrade the Sand Island facility and $400 million to upgrade the Honouliuli plant, according
to earlier city estimates.

This year also will be a key year in determining whether Honolulu's plan to build a $5.3 billion
elevated commuter rail system stays on schedule. City officials hope to begin construction on the 20-
mile East Kapolei to Ala Moana train in December, with limited service beginning between West Loch
and Waipahu in late 2013 and full service between East Kapolei and Ala Moana Center starting by
2018.

That ambitious timetable is contingent on the city finalizing project engineering and management
plans and acquiring land for the train's right of way.

More immediate barriers include choosing the route of the 20-mile line and fixing a technical problem
that's preventing the city from soliciting construction bids for the train project. The City Council is
expected to resolve both those issues Jan. 28.

The city also needs federal approval of the project's environmental impact study before it can award a
design/build contract for the first segment of elevated guideway.

http://www . honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090120/NEWS01/901200353 &template=printart[1/20/2009 12:32:54 PM]
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It's important to make progress on these and other issues in the coming year, said Councilman Nestor
Garcia.

"With respect to the budget, with respect to solid waste (and) with respect to sewage treatment, if the
community feels that we've been aggressively moving on these different fronts, and we're not shirking
our duties, | would like to think they would give us that opportunity to deal with these scenarios," said
Garcia, who is also chair of the council's budget committee. "We can't afford not to."

http://www . honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090120/NEWS01/901200353 &template=printart[1/20/2009 12:32:54 PM]
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Councilman Charles Djou, who voted against the rail project but has worked to improve it after voters
backed rail in November, said he does not think temporarily suspending the transit tax would bring
much tax relief. He also does not want to see the state jeopardize a project approved by Honolulu
voters.

"l do very much support finding some means of relief for the average taxpayer," Djou said. "l think a
better suggestion for the Legislature would be to suspend a portion of the GET (general excise tax),
or expanding child tax credits."

State lawmakers who represent districts on the west side of O'ahu that are choked with traffic were
also skeptical.

"I'm against that,” said state Sen. Will Espero, D-20th (Ewa Beach, Waipahu). "l believe we need to
fund the rail system and I'll do what | can to oppose it."

State Rep. Sharon Har, D-40th (Royal Kunia, Makakilo, Kapolei), said she would want to determine
what impact, if any, diverting the transit tax would have on federal funding for the project. She said
the state should not do anything that might endanger federal money.

"l think we have to look into what all the possible ramifications are," she said.

http://www . honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090122/NEWS01/901220365 & template=printart[1/22/2009 9:04:28 AM]
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Djou Should Get On Board

January 22, 2009
East Oahu Sun

It’s about time Councilman Djou got on board with rail transit for our island (1/9, “Do Rail
Properly”). I hope he sticks to his word and supports building rail transit, something our island has
needed for at least 20 years. I may not use rail because I live in East Honolulu, but [ have plenty of
friends and family who live on the West side who will use rail. They deserve rail for traffic relief,
just like we deserved the widening of Kalanianaole Highway in the early 1990s.

Rail 1s a wise investment for our entire island. It will do much more than reduce traffic congestion:
1t will shrink the amount of o1l we import, reduce our island’s carbon footprint, our emissions of
greenhouse gases and support the development of UH West Oahu into a true university. We will
become a much more sustainable island with rail. I voted for rail. I support rail. Now let’s build it!

Jonn Serikawa, Hawaii Kai

Article originally appeared on East Oahu Sun | Your Community Newspaper (http://www.eastoahusun.com/).
See website for complete article licensing information.

http://www .eastoahusun.com/letters-to-the-editor/2009/1/23/djou-should-get-on-board. html?printerFriendly =true[2/2/2009 1:35:24 PM]
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Sumada said the laundry list of projects in the modernization plan were identified as priorities after
officials examined the state highways system, from how well traffic lights are coordinated to how to
improve bottlenecks.

Key improvements planned statewide include:

o $750 million for projects on O'ahu to increase highway capacity and decrease congestion, including
a $100 million project announced last week to add a diamondhead-bound lane at the Middle Street
merge — from Ola Lane to Vineyard Boulevard — one of the worst bottlenecks on the island.

o More than $12 million on Q'ahu for "traffic signal optimization."

« More than $90 million statewide for bridge improvements.

e Some $30 million for rockfall and slope stabilization, including about $10 million for rockfall
protection work on Kamehameha Highway in Wahiawa and the North Shore and $20 million for
rockfall work on Hawai'i Belt Road.

The highways modernization plan — which has the support of key Democratic lawmakers — is part of
the state's effort to invest heavily in infrastructure as a way of revitalizing Hawai'i's ailing economy.

It also comes as the state is in the midst of a $2.3 billion airports modernization plan and an $842
million harbors modernization plan. The City and County of Honolulu is also planning to break ground
this year on a $5.3 billion elevated commuter rail line from East Kapolei to Ala Moana.

Lana'i, moloka'i exempt

State Sen. Kalani English, chair of the Transportation Committee, supported the highways plan
yesterday in a news conference, saying drivers have long been calling for improvements and less
congestion. He said the hit to drivers' wallets is a necessary evil, given the state of the highway
system.

"We had to find a way to fund it," he said.

Gov. Linda Lingle, in the news conference, added that the 1 percent job growth trigger is meant to
make sure the tax and fee increases aren't hurting struggling families.

"We know the economy will turn around," she said.

Officials said the proposed increases in taxes and fees will generate an estimated $174 million
annually, enough to cover debt repayment on $2 billion in highway bonds for the long list of projects.
An additional $500 million would come from federal funding, while the remaining $1.5 billion is the
maintenance and capital improvements appropriations that state highways would have received over
the next six years, even without the modernization plan.

The proposed tax and fee increases will be submitted to the state Legislature for approval. The state
fuel tax per gallon would go from 17 cents to 27 cents. The state gas tax last went up in 2007 - by a
penny.

The state Transportation Department is also seeking an increase in vehicle weight taxes — from 3/4
cent per pound for vehicles up to 4,000 pounds to 2 3/4 cents per pound. Also, motor vehicle
registration fees would be increased from $25 a year to $45 a year, under the plan.

And the rental vehicle surcharge tax would rise from $3 to $5 a day.

Projects are proposed for all islands, except Lana'i. Because they won't be getting as much benefit
from the highways plan, English said, drivers on Lana'i and Moloka'i would be exempt from the
increases in taxes and fees.
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State Transportation Director Brennon Morioka warned it would take 30 years to fund $7 billion
in needed highway upgrades if the state continues to do "business as usual."

In 2006, when 161 people died on Hawaii roads, the state had the nation's highest rate of alcohol-
related traffic deaths and was ranked near the top for motorcyclists, pedestrians and bicyclists
killed.

"The theme of this (proposal) is saving lives, saving time, saving money," said Morioka, calling
Hawaii's highway system "broken."

Morioka said taxpayers would be able to check the bidding process for each project, costs and
status reports on the Transportation Department Web site.

To fund the plan, the state fuel tax would jump 10 cents, to 27 cents per gallon; the vehicle
weight tax would rise two cents per pound, to 77 cents a pound; while the registration fee would
go up $20, to $45. A rental vehicle surcharge tax would be lifted to $5 from $3 per day.

The added fees could last some 25 years, Morioka estimated. The bill also paves the way for a
system in which the state could tax motorists based on miles driven since gas tax revenue is
predicted to drop as vehicles become more fuel-efficient.

Besides the $2 billion the state expects to collect from motorists over six years, the highway
projects would be paid for through $1.5 billion it currently gets from the Legislature and $500
million that would be sought from the federal government.

The bill - which calls for intersections, guardrails and shoulder improvements, rockfall
prevention, bridge rehabilitation, road widenings and addition of contra-flow lanes, bicycle and
pedestrian projects - also would help create jobs, said House Transportation Chairman Joe Souki
(D, Waihee-Wailuku). Other services include roadside alerts to motorists about traffic
conditions, safe-driving education programs and a Freeway Service Patrol that would respond to
accidents.

"We expect this to be quite a stimulus for the recovery of the state," Souki said.

Proposed road projects

Here are some projects listed in a proposed $4 billion highway modernization plan being
introduced in the Legislature.

OAHU (Total projects: 76, Cost: $1.9 billion)

» $600 million: To increase highway capacity at Nimitz Viaduct, Keehi Interchange to Pacific
Street

AR00082718



» $100 million: Middle Street merge widening of an eastbound H-1 freeway bottleneck from Ola

Lane to Vineyard Boulevard

» $50 million: Afternoon contra-flow project from the Keehi Interchange to the Waiawa
Interchange

» $10 million: To replace Hoolapa Stream bridge on Kamehameha Highway

» $10 million: For rockfall and slope stabilization in the vicinity of Wahiawa town and North
Shore

KAUALI (22 projects, $263.4 million)
» $62.8 million: For Kaumualii Highway widening

» $30 million: For a bridge replacement program on Kuhio Highway, Waioli, Waipa and
Waikoko stream

MAUI COUNTY (36 projects, $578.9 million)

» $186.5 million: For the Kihei-Upcountry Road

» $175 million: To build Lahaina Bypass Road

BIG ISLAND (27 projects, $524.7 million)

» $183.3 million: For Kawaihae Road Bypass from Waimea to Kawaihae

» $84 million: For widening of Kuakini Highway from Henry Street to Kamehameha III Road
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$1 billion. Why would we want to delay that process that would have enormous economic
benefit to the state?"

Over the past two years, when Honolulu began receiving funds from the tax increase, the city has
received more than $250 million. The state is projected to collect $165.3 million in this
upcoming fiscal year.

"My concern was then and still remains to be that we're putting all this money into a fund, and it
didn't seem to me to be a wise way of collecting funds from the people to just keep accumulating
it," Hanabusa said.
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New taxes proposed to fix Hawaii roads - Pacific Business News (Honolulu):

“The initial investment will bring taxpayers long-term savings,” said Department of Transportation
director Brennon Morioka in a statement. “Under current conditions, every 10 minutes of traffic delays
on our highways costs each driver roughly $600 per year, and for commercial vehicles, these costs

are magnified to $3,300 per year. Modernizing our highway system will minimize environmental impacts.
It will also reduce stress created by sitting in traffic. This plan is meant to improve safety on our highways
as well as enhance the overall quality of life by easing traffic congestion which will save motorists time

and money.”

The plan was announced by Lingle, Senate Transportation Chair Kalani English, House
Transportation Chair Joe Souki and Morioka.

The plan consists of 161 projects in the four counties: 76 projects on Oahu, totaling $1.9 billion; 36
projects for Maui County, totaling $578 million; 27 projects on the Big Island, at $524 million; and
22 projects on Kauali, totaling $263 million, as well as 22 statewide projects totaling $968 million.

All contents of this site © American City Business Journals Inc. All rights reserved.
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A key part of a multibillion-dollar state plan to cut rush-hour traffic for West Oahu
commuters and other motorists is a $600 million elevated highway through Kalihi that
has been opposed by area residents.

The so-called Nimitz "flyover" project would add an elevated two-lane highway along
the median of Nimitz Highway. It would stretch 2.2 miles, from the Keehi Interchange
near the airport to Pacific Street in Iwilei.

The two lanes of traffic would go into town in the morning and then out of town in the
afternoon to alleviate congestion on Nimitz Highway and give commuters an alternative
to the H-1 freeway and its dreaded Middle Street merge bottleneck, said state Department
of Transportation Director Brennon Morioka.

The flyover is considered a critical piece of a highway modernization program promising
to shave up to 30 minutes of drive time each day for West Oahu motorists. If built, it
would run parallel to a planned 20-mile rail transit line connecting Kapolei to Ala Moana,
going above Dillingham Boulevard.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann believes the two systems could complement each other,
according to his spokesman, Bill Brennan.

Morioka said there would be "no conflict" between the two projects.
But some of the old arguments against the flyover proposal -- that it would be an eyesore
and hurt Kalihi businesses as drivers would skip the district -- remain, and opponents

believe the project, well, just won't fly.

"I don't think they would ever sell flyover to us," said Ron Jones of the Kalihi Business
Association.

He said the envisioned system would block ocean views and turn Kalihi into a "ghetto."

Jones also fears its economic impact for retailers, comparing it to a bypass road on the
North Shore that lets motorists go around Haleiwa town.

"A traffic jam in Kalihi is bad for other people, but for Kalihi merchants it's a good
thing," he said. "Those are our shoppers."

Florendo Juan, a Kalihi real estate agent and carpenter who usually gets caught in
afternoon Nimitz traffic, said he would back a flyover as long as it is not too ugly.

Morioka called those concerns "valid" and said they would be analyzed, and possibly
mitigated, through an environmental impact statement if lawmakers adopt the bill calling
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for the raised highway.

He argued that developments bordering the H-1 and Nimitz Highway essentially make a
flyover one of the only ways to give motorists relief.

"We can't widen either of those" roads, Morioka said. "The only alternative is an elevated
viaduct that provides more capacity. That is what this would do."

The flyover is among 183 highway projects worth $4 billion that are being proposed
statewide to unclog roads and to make them smoother and safer. But the plan, introduced
this week by Republican Gov. Linda Lingle, would be partially funded with higher fuel
and vehicle weight taxes and registration fees, costing motorists an average of about $170
more each year.

The proposed tax hikes created a dilemma for GOP state Rep. Kymberly Pine, who
represents Ewa Beach and Iroquois Point, home to commuters who are expected to

benefit most from the suggested Nimitz flyover.

"It sounds great, but I just don't support tax increases on the people of Hawaii right now,"
she said.

But Pine noted some residents "are willing to pay anything" for a faster drive into town.

"It's going to be a balance of those views," she said. "But it's just tough to talk about
increasing taxes when everyone is hurting as it is."

AR00082732





















gestures around the Senate floor. "They raided the fund and that is why we are short."

Back in the good old days of fiscal 2006, the highway fund was packing a $365 million
surplus, but because of planned legislative deductions, by fiscal 2010, the fund will be
$95 million in the hole.

Back in 2006, the state budget grabbed $95 million in highway fund money and spent it
on other construction projects. The state gets highway money by charging a tax on the
sale of gas, by tacking fees onto your car registration and by charging tourists a fee to
rent a car.

Senate President Colleen Hanabusa, who is mulling over a run for governor in 2010 and
so is not as gleeful as Souki is about raising taxes, says she doesn't know if this plan will

work.

"I am not sure how the public will react. It is a lot of money - $170 per person more,"
Hanabusa said.

Souki, however, predicts that the voters are going to love their new roads and will think
of the higher prices for gas and car registration as fair.

We will see if Souki can predict taxpayer sentiment as well as he can Slom's.

Richard Borreca writes on politics every Sunday in the Star-Bulletin.
rborreca@starbulletin.com
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commute, those would be enhancements worth the price.

Additional Facts

Cast your vote
Make your opinion count in our daily online poll and see the results. Today we ask:

Do you support raising taxes and fees to pay for the state's $4 billion highway modernization
plan?

Vote today at www.honoluluadvertiser.com/opinion

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090126/OPINION01/901260308 &template=printart[ 1/26/2009 8:50:17 AM]
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from the state's share of a settlement with tobacco companies over the health-related costs of
smoking.

In the theme of shared sacrifice, the governor backed a bill that would preserve health, retirement and
other benefits for state workers if furloughs are used to close the deficit over the next few years.

Lingle, arguing that state leaders should lead by example, said the state should defer for two years
the salary increases for legislators, judges and senior executive-branch officials that are scheduled for
2010 and 2011. The bill would not apply to pay raises that took effect last year and this year.

Communications, food

In her speech, Lingle highlighted previously announced plans to increase the use of alternative
energy, improve highways to enhance traffic safety and reduce congestion, and embark on a
"recreational renaissance" through investments in parks, trails and small-boat harbors.

The governor outlined two new proposals that are also being discussed by lawmakers: the creation of
a Hawai'i Communications Commission to regulate communications services under one agency and
help improve broadband access; and food self-sufficiency to promote locally grown produce and
meats and help preserve agriculture.

Lingle also used her speech to further explain her reasons for appealing a state Supreme Court ruling
on ceded lands to the U.S. Supreme Court. The state court has ruled that the state could not sell
ceded lands until Native Hawaiian claims are resolved. The governor said the issue is not whether
ceded lands should be sold, but whether the state has clear title to the land that was transferred by
the federal government after statehood.

"l call upon all who cherish what is the essence of Hawai'i to come together with a willingness to
understand and respect the nature of this case and it's importance to the future of our state," she
said.

the transit tax

Honolulu Managing Director Kirk Caldwell said he was disappointed Lingle did not mention the city's
$5.3 billion commuter rail project as a means of traffic relief and economic stimulus. He said he also
hoped Lingle would table a suggestion to divert money from the transit tax.

Last week, the Lingle administration suggested that one year's worth of proceeds from the transit tax
— about $165.3 million — could be transferred to the state's general fund to help close the budget
deficit. The tax could then be extended for a year beyond a scheduled 15-year sunset to make up for
the loss.

"l think most people believe it is ill-conceived, improper and illegal, and it should come off the table
now," Caldwell said.

Outside the Capitol, more than 100 people turned out for a rally urging preservation of state spending
on social services. Wearing lime green T-shirts and waving signs, the advocates argued for the need
to maintain health, human services and housing programs during the economic downturn.

"We serve underprivileged families, abusive families and at-risk families," said Cione Gumboc, who
works at Comprehensive Counseling and Support Services. "We don't want funding to be cut, or there
will be more dysfunctional families."

Additional Facts

State of the State Address
State workers may face some reduction in wages and benefits. Tax credits, exemptions and

deductions would likely be reduced or eliminated. Savings would address revenue shortfalls and help
fund:

BROADBAND ACCESS

http://www . honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090127/NEWS02/901270348 & template=printart[1/27/2009 8:04.58 AM]
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The state would consolidate the regulation of communications services such as wireless and cable
into a new Hawai'i Communications Commission. The commission would seek to improve broadband
access that could attract investors and empower residents.

FOOD SELF-SUFFICIENCY

The state would promote the use of locally grown fruits, vegetables, poultry, eggs and meat to
decrease dependence on imported food and preserve agriculture. State schools, prisons and hospitals
would be urged to buy local foods.

INFRASTRUCTURE
The state would launch $240 million worth of projects over five years in a “recreational renaissance”

to improve parks, trails and harbors. A highway modernization plan would include road improvements
to increase safety and reduce traffic congestion.

http://www . honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090127/NEWS02/901270348 & template=printart[1/27/2009 8:04.58 AM]
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estimated cost by about $220 million. City officials have said they can ask the federal government to
pay the added costs

Airport route proponents argue the route's benefits, which include potentially higher ridership,
outweigh cost concerns.

However, council member Romy Cachola, who supports a Salt Lake route, said lower tax collections
highlight the need to choose the Salt Lake route.

"If there's less collections, then the taxpayer will be the one to ante up and their burden will be
increased,”" he said. "We have to look at the more cost-effective route and, to me, Salt Lake is
because the airport will be another $220 million.

"As we are getting all this bad news we really have to look at how to save money."

Additional Facts

$300 million

Collections from 1/2-point general excise tax surcharge over two years

11%

Increase in collection last year over 2007

$315 MILLION

State budget deficit (estimated) for fiscal year ending June 2010

http://www . honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090127/NEWS09/901270350&template=printart[1/27/2009 8:01:41 AM]
AR00082765


















HONOLULU WEEKLY

LETTERS

Honolulu Weakly

Jan 28, 2009

I was quite disappointed in the story about rail in the Weekly issue recapping the top stories of 2008
(“The Late (Great?) 2008,” 12/31), and its weak stance on rail in general.

Rail will help our island become more sustainable. It has proved to use less energy for transportation than
cars and trucks, reduce greenhouse gases and take cars off the road in cities. Rail will give us locals
another option to travel on the congested, overcrowded roads between town and the west side. Rail has
been endorsed by a wide array of groups, from business leaders like the Chamber of Commerce of Hawai'‘i
and the Hawai‘i Business Roundtable, social justice groups like AARP Hawai‘i and many neighborhood
boards.

Even the local Sierra Club put aside its differences with the mayor and recommended a fixed guideway.
Yet strangely, Honolulu Weekly, a progressive news outlet that publishes a sustainability issue each year,
has not taken a strong stance advocating rail. Yes, the City Council politics around rail are somewhat
ridiculous, with the flip-flopping of Charles Djou from vehemently anti-rail to tepidly pro-rail and Romy
Cachcola crying when his backroom deal on the route fell apart. But the antics of the Council do not
change the facts: rail is far more sustainable than cars and trucks. As our island’s population grows, we
will need a strong push for sustainability, including rail. T hope the Weekly will be a constructive and
positive force in the conversation.

Mike Chang

Honolulu
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"It makes sense," said Councilman Gary Okino, who voted in favor of the airport route.
"The airport route is clearly superior."

The airport route will generate higher ridership, according to a detailed report by city
consultants, but will cost about $220 million more for construction since it is about three-
fourths of a mile longer.

"Our economy is worsening," said Councilman Romy Cachola, who represents the Salt
Lake area and who voted against the change. "It will translate into an increased burden on
our taxpayers. During these economic times, we have to be more sensitive."

Mayor Mufi Hannemann, who has long preferred the airport route, has distanced himself
from this renewed debate, stating publicly that this is a City Council decision.

"The decision is the Council's decision," Wayne Yoshioka, the city transportation
director-designate, said yesterday. "We would always respect whatever decision they
made in regard to the alignment."

Councilmembers Charles Djou and Todd Apo introduced the idea of changing the rail
alignment after the November election, causing an uproar among Salt Lake residents.

Salt Lake resident Tom Strout took off from work to aggressively lobby the City Council
in 2007 when it selected the Salt Lake route. Strout also campaigned hard in Salt Lake for
residents to vote "yes" on a ballot question in November to approve the project.

"I wish they (the City Council) would have left it alone and done what they planned the
first time," Strout said this week. "That way, my taking vacation for the community
wouldn't have been in vain."

"When it's increasingly uncertain whether we can pay for the Salt Lake route, opting for
the more expensive route, in my view, is reckless," said Salt Lake resident Mark Taylor.

Cachola, who was the deciding vote in 2006 to create the mass transit system, claims the
mayor promised Salt Lake residents in a closed-door meeting that there would be a transit
stop in their community.

Councilman Duke Bainum also opposed the airport route because of its cost.
"I think the airport route would be a whole lot better if the route continued into Waikiki,"

Bainum said. "It is my sincere hope that Salt Lake, with its dense population, will get a
spur sooner or later."
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